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18th December 1980
A WORLD RECORD ROUTE

The final route for the Gillette London Marathon,which will be run
on Sunday 29th March 1981, was revealed today at a press conference
in London.
It's a potential world record course, fast and flat.

According

to Olympic gold medalist, Chris Brasher, who is the race director,
the only hill on it is Tower Hill.

"It must be a 2 hour 8 minute

course", he says.
Establishing the course has taken Chris Brasher and John Disley,
deputy chairman of the Sports Council and former steeplechase
champion, nearly two months of painstaking study.

They have bicycled

round the course twice, and made a further five inspections.
But the final route is worth the effort.

A classic Marathon course,

with a famous start, a famous finish and passing many celebrated
landmarks, including the Tower of London and Parliament Square.
The start will be on time, literally.

Underneath the runners'

feet will be the imaginary line of the Greenwich Meridian
in Greenwich Park.

Their first strides will take them into

the eastern hemisphere, their next into the western.
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A WORLD RECORD ROUTE - Cont ...

The finish will be in The Mall, just a few strides from Buckingham
Palace itself.
According to John Disley, the problem was to find a circuit of
26 miles 385 yards around the streets of London that had to meet
four basic requirements.
Firstly it had to accommodate an expected field of over 5,000 runnners.
It had to be a route that disrupted the traffic and life of London
as little as possible, and was acceptable to the Metropolitan
and City Police Forces.
It had to be a route that would interest the marathon runners of
the world, and have historic and visual merit.
And, ideally, it needed to be one that would encourage a winning time
for men of under two hours and ten minutes (the world record is
2 hours 8 minutes and 34 seconds by Australian, Derek Clayton, in
1969), and a correspondingly fast time by the women.
"All this means little up-,hill work, a few tight corners and a
good running surface," says Disley.

"I believe the 1981 Gillette

London Marathon route meets all the above criteria.
exciting and potentially very fast."

It is visually

The full route uses 50 streets and passes through six London
boroughs - Greenwich, Lewisham, Southwark, City of London, Tower
Hamlets and Westminster.

For further information please contact :Lauren McMullen - West Nally Group - 01-491 3070 up to 5.00 pm
Friday 19th December
or after Friday 19th December
Denise Norman - 01-393 6453

(Private residence)

THE GILLETTE LONDON MARATHON
Sunday, March 29th 1981
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ENTRIES WELL AHEAD OF EXPECTATIONS

Applications to enter the Gillette London Marathon are racing ahead,
far beyond initial expectations.
Within eight weeks of the initial announcement of the

ID~rathon

by

Sir Horace Cutler, Leader of the Greater London Council, 5,000
applications had been received from Britain and 1,000 from abroad.
There have been entries from the USA, Jordan, Belgium, West Germany,
Ireland, Sweden, South Africa, The Netherlands, France, Singapore,
Switzerland, Denmark, Hong Kong, Kenya, Norway, New Zealand, Spain,
Canada, the Channel Islands and Finland.

The biggest overseas

entry to date - in excess of 700 - has been from the USA.
"We have passed our original limit", says race director Chris Brasher,
"even before we have sent out the official entry forms.

This was

5,800, arrived at by consensus between the pOlice, the GLC and the
race organisers because it was felt that it was the right number for
the first attempt.

In view of the response, we might push the limit

up to 7,500."

t'!
The age limits for entries are :
Male - over 20 years by the day of the race.
Female - over 21 years on September 21st, 1980.
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ENTRIES WELL AHEAD OF EXPECTATIONS - Cont ...

The entry fee is £3.00, US$l5 for overseas applicants (£6.50).
Applicants should send a stamped, self addressed envelope marked
"ENTRY FORM" to the Gillette London Marathon, GLC Recreation
Department, County Hall, London, S.E.l 7PB.
The registration deadline for UK entrants is January 31st 1981
and for international entrants February 28th 1981.
All applicants will receive an official entry form on the same
day in mid-January.

Thereafter, it will be on a first come,

first served basis.
The only runners certain of their places will be a number of specially
invited stars.

The standard for these top Marathon runners will

probably be around 2 hours 15 minutes (men) and 2 hours 51 minutes
(women) .

For further information please contact :Lauren McMullen - West Nally Group - 01-491 3070 up to 5.00 pm
Friday 19th December
or after Friday 19th December
Denise Nroman - 01-393 6453 (Private residence)

